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Detailed Action 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Clainis 1-12 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner' s statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to the independent claims 1 , 5, and 7, prior art fails to disclose or make 
obvious, in addition to the accompanying features of the claims, a microfluidic chip and method 
for mass spectrometric analysis comprising: a microfluidic body formed with a plurality of 
reservoirs for containing at least one fluid medium; a plurality of separated channels formed 
within the microfluidic body that are in fluid communication with a corresponding reservoir; and 
an electrospray ionization tin formed with an ooen-ended distal tin portion that is positioned 
along an end surface of the microfluidic hn dv. wherein the plurality nf separated channek 
converge at the open-ended distal tip p o rtion to direct an ionization sprav derived from the fluid 
mediums. ' 

The dependent claims 2-4, 6, and 8-12, are allowable by virtue of their dependence upon 
.„thfLindepejadent.claims 1,.5^^ ._ - 

Drawings 

3. New corrected formal drawings are required in this application because the submitted 
drawings contain hand written labels, notation, an figure captioiis. Applicant is advised to 
employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The coirected drawings are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. A.T, Timperman (2003/0089605 Al) discloses a microfluidic system and method to 
analyze large numbers of compounds or conqDlex mixtures of compounds using a plurality of 
sample holding channels which converge at an output channel. Moini et al. (6,465,776 Bl) 
disclose a mass spectrometric apparatus for analyzing multiple fluid samples concurrently, having 
a plurality of separated channels converging, but fail to disclose that the convergence of these 
channels ends up at the open-ended distal tip portion of an ionization spray. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

6. Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
ApplicaXion MQmation RetneyalXPM Status.information for.pubhshed apphcations.^ 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appKcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gdv. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nikita Wells whose telephone number is (57 1) 272-2484. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,350 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2881 

telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John R. Lee can be reached on (571) 272- 
2477. The central fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




Nikita Wells, Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2881 
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